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NOT  IN  TEMPLES   MADE   WITH 
HANDS. 


IF  one  dearest  in  the  home  has  passed 
from  sight,  is  it  to  be  the  end  forever  of  all 
conscious  relation  with  those  yet  living 
there  ? 

The  question  of  Job,  shall  he  live  again, 
ever  recurring  since  men  first  had  a  home, 
is  answered  very  positively  in  the  affirma 
tive  on  ecclesiastical  authority ;  and  this 
finds  its  strongest  support  in  the  sweet  and 
tender  affections  holding  more  closely  those 
already  bound  by  ties  of  blood,  and  giving 
the  most  precious  realization  of  each  one's 
life,  in  its  partaking  of  another's  life ;  into 
which  the  idea  of  extinction  finds  no  en 
trance,  against  the  conviction  of  continued 
existence  innate  in  this  double  conscious 
ness  of  present  being.  With  the  sense  of 
desolation  come  thronging  memories  of  true 
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kindness  of  heart,  sincere  in  sympathy  and 
ever  generous  in  service  through  all  the 
trying  experiences  that  have  made  up  the 
drama  of  a  mortal  life,  not  wholly  mortal. 

This  affection  may  well  feel  dependence 
on  a  source  higher  than  its  human  origin. 
With  this,  life  in  the  plainest  cottage  has 
reward  in  all  labor  and  privation ;  and  in 
all  the  refinements  of  the  costliest  dwelling 
it  adds  the  most  refined  satisfaction  that  is 
possible  there.  Its  expression  to  the  inner 
sense  is  not  in  this  world's  highest  power 
of  voice,  or  of  other  sounds  in  multiplied 
measure  —  a  mockery  of  music  —  but  in 
the  sweet  low  melody  that  serenely  breathes 
of  other  nature,  finer  being,  far  away.  Its 
utterance  is  always  in  this  language,  whe 
ther  in  words  measured  or  unmeasured,  or 
in  speech  without  words.  Without  it,  life  is 
a  mockery,  only  aggravated  by  sumptuous 
surroundings  and  hopelessly  embittered  un 
der  pressure  of  want.  The  abiding  assurance 
of  something  imperishable  in  the  conscious 
ness  of  this  principle  of  affection  between 
kindred  of  the  home,  or  kindred  souls,  suf- 
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fices  many  for  content  in  their  most  cher 
ished  trust,  without  concern  for  any  other 
proof,  such  as  is  required  to  establish  facts 
relating  to  the  present  material  world  — 
although  the  civil  law  of  all  countries  takes 
jurisdiction  of  a  man's  condition,  and  his 
action  relating  to  himself,  no  farther  than 
his  latest  breath  among  living  men. 

From  all  these  considerations  little  light, 
if  any,  is  radiated  upon  the  mode  or  condi 
tion  of  the  continuation  of  conscious  life 
in  analogy  or  contrast  with  present  condi 
tions.  Inquirers  upon  this  subject  there 
have  been  who,  less  interested  in  accumula 
tion  of  gain  for  temporary  use,  or  misuse, 
by  themselves  or  their  successors,  have 
viewed  man's  position  in  Nature  as  not  ab 
normal,  and  have  individually  studied  his 
relation  —  however  it  may  have  been  con 
ceived  and  prescribed  in  the  past  —  to  the 
universal  course  of  things,  under  one  con 
trolling  Power,  in  the  largest  extent  within 
general  human  knowledge  in  this  age, — 
which  with  all  its  advance  can  have  little, 
comparatively,  for  congratulation  if  tending 
to  no  enlightenment  in  this  direction. 


CHAPTER  I 

A  MAN'S  conscious  being  continuing 
through  a  process  from  a  beginning,  pre 
vious  to  which  he  had  no  consciousness  of 
anything,  he  is  naturally  capable  of  no 
rational  conception  of  anything  as  existing 
otherwise  than  from  a  point  of  absolute  be 
ginning  ;  and  tracing  his  own  beginning 
from  the  parental  source  he  seeks  the  next 
preceding  steps,  and  multiplies  those  indefi 
nitely  until  an  arbitrary  limit  is  supplied 
by  necessity  of  imagination  —  or  is  super 
seded  by  the  slow  advance  in  knowledge  of 
natural  laws,  of  matter  and  of  spirit,  to 
which  all  processes  in  either  department 
conform. 

Since  the  universally  proved  history  of 
all  physical  organization  is,  in  its  general 
direction,  progressive  from  the  lower  to  the 
higher,  in  retracing  this  course  the  begin 
ning  of  terrestrial  organic  life  is  necessarily 


NOT  IN  TEMPLES  MADE  WITH  HANDS.  7 
found  in  the  vital  product  preceding  the 
infinitesimal  visible  germ.  But  preceding 
ihat  was  the  vast  length  of  time  during 
which  no  existence  of  any  form  of  life  was 
possible  on  the  planet ;  until  after  the  long 
process  toward  new  conditions,  when  vital 
force,  as  if  a  natural  part  of  those  condi 
tions,  was  added  in  successive  forms  of 
manifestation  among  the  inorganic  elements. 

Thus  it  is  an  unfailing  process  by  which 
one  of  reflecting  mind,  recognizing  the 
sphere  of  its  rightful  action,  and  not  pre 
cluded  from  it  by  arbitrary  authority, 
arrives  at  a  conception  of  Power  universal, 
to  which  the  conscious  part  of  his  own  be 
ing,  as  well  as  the  physical  part,  holds  in 
separable  relation  ;  and  this  at  least  is  with 
out  help  of  imagination,  —  in  that  there  is 
only  question  of  return  to  the  same  Power. 

But  before  men  had  begun  to  learn  the 
elements  of  that  system  of  things  of  which 
they  are  a  part,  they  solved  the  chief  ques 
tions  concerning  it  by  a  single  leap  over  all 
that  exhaustless  field  from  which  knowledge 
has  been  accumulating  through  thousands 
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of  years  of  later  research  ;  and  from  quali 
ties  discovered  in  their  own  consciousness 
they  built  up  their  conceptions  of  a  Power, 
one  or  many,  with  capacities  enlarged  for 
the  control,  if  not  for  the  origin,  of  the 
whole  scope  of  existence  included  in  the 
range  of  their  own  mental  vision.  Each 
was  conscious  that  his  individual  beginning 
was  a  continuance  of  existence  from  some 
what  preceding  him. 

Conceptions  of  the  Supreme,  in  relation 
to  man,  still  prevail  as  diverse  among  differ 
ent  persons  as  their  own  mental  constitu 
tions  ;  while  qualified  in  each  by  some  de 
ference  to  authority  venerable  in  its  descent 
from  the  distant  past,  and  by  facile  con 
formity  to  the  influences  of  present  associa 
tion.  If  one  is  also  susceptible  to  immedi 
ate  communication  or  "inspiration"  from 
superhuman  intelligence,  it  must  be  with 
some  exercise  of  his  own  faculties  —  not 
through  his  inertness  —  and  from  any  pre 
sumed  records  of  such  in  the  past  he  must 
receive  their  ideas,  as  far  as  he  can  discover 
reasons,  within  himself  or  without,  for  ac 
cord  with  them. 
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The  mental  position  once  taken  from  any 
combination  of  causes  soon  becomes,  by  the 
facility  with  which  it  recurs,  an  established 
habit ;  and  every  recurrence  of  the  familiar 
idea  brings  self-confirmation  of  its  absolute 
certainty  as  objective  truth,  and  of  the  sole 
absolute  sanity  through  which  it  is  per 
ceived,  in  distinction  from  the  condition  of 
nearly  all  other  minds.  And,  whether  ob 
jective  or  subjective,  it  may  be  of  essential 
value  as  an  enduring  stronghold  in  the  ad 
versities  of  life,  with  difficulties  increasing 

o 

and  strength  diminishing  to  its  end :  — 
"  the  strength  of  the  heart  when  heart  and 
flesh  fail  "  -  an  utterance  of  practical  wis 
dom. 

But  increasing  conviction  that  one  pos 
sesses  the  single  true  ideal  dispenses  with 
need  of  enlarging  information;  while  it 
ministers  to  concentration  of  all  thought 
upon  the  single  cherished  theme,  or  "  arti 
cle,"  even  if  with  constant  contraction  of 
mental  capacity.  Everything  else  must  be 
avoided  as  destructive  to  the  highest  wel 
fare.  The  great- and  small  operations  of 
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Nature,  if  even  subject  to  the  same  acknow 
ledged  Rule,  are  of  a  quite  inferior  rank, 
and  wholly  foreign  to  the  serious  interest 
of  "  this  vain  and  transient  life."  All  mate 
rial  conditions  are  without ;  sometimes  serv 
ing  for  analogy  to  spirit-movement  within 
its  higher  sphere,  but  far  from  any  other 
relation  to  the  spiritual,  or  Supernatural, 
the  only  "  real "  existence,  present  or  to 
come. 

A  vision  of  that  state  of  fine  ecstatic 
thought  or  feeling,  forever  isolated  from  all 
consciousness  of  gross  material  substance 
and  impulse,  may  present  to  the  mind  the 
most  pleasing  enchantment  to  which  it  can 
resign  itself;  but  when  it  is  combined  with 
all  familiar  earthly  associations,  connecting 
everything  prospective  with  form  and  place, 
with  color  and  sound,  with  crowns  or  streets 
of  gold,  it  shows  with  what  difficulty  the 
bonds  of  mind  and  matter  are  dissolved, 
in  thought,  from  their  perpetual  relation 
in  the  foundations  of  Nature.  Devotion 
to  the  celestial  gold  of  figurative  speech 
finds  an  easy  grade  for  ite  transfer  to  that 
of  the  current  earthly  coin  of  the  realm. 


CHAPTER  11 

WITH  due  deference  to  the  conventional 
conceptions  of  Nature  and  man,  descending 
through  successive  ages  of  perished  cities, 
once  centres  of  advancing  civilization  among 
Oriental   races  living    mostly  in  dwellings 
with  mud  floors  and  no  windows,  progress 
of  thought  has,  for  a  time,  paused  at  another 
view,  according  to  which,  by  some  exercise 
of  mind  other   than    passive    and   aimless 
emotion,  it  is  seen  that  all  effects  are  attend 
ant  on  the  use  of  means,  or  something  me 
diate.     Physical  organs  are  means  through 
which  individual  minds  communicate  with 
external  objects  and  with  one  another.    But 
a  prior  question  is  the  relation  of  the  mind 
to    the   physical   organs,  if  there  is  to  be 
inquiry  as   to  its   possible   action    without 
dependence  on  them,  —  that   is,  existence 
solely  in  exercise  of  thought. 

Returning  to  consideration  of  elementary 
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conditions,  —  effects,  in  the  most  common 
experience,  which  are  without  means  di 
rectly  perceptible  to  the  senses,  have  made 
it  necessary  to  assume  a  material  medium 
offeree,  which  has  none  of  the  defined  attri 
butes  of  matter.  It  must  be  a  "  mean  "  be 
tween  matter,  which  is  recognized  through 
organs  of  sense,  and  force  which  is  apparent 
only  to  mind.  In  the  view  of  fanciful  ideal 
ism  all  matter,  indeed,  exists  only  in  mental 
perception ;  a  view  which  may  be  deferred 
till  man  himself  arrives  at  a  state  of  wholly 
ideal  existence. 

If  all  things  exist  as  parts  of  a  universal 
system,  all  have  relation,  mediate  or  immedi 
ate,  to  all  other;  and  that  must,  at  each 
point,  consist  in,  or  through,  something 
which  is  in  its  nature  a  mean  between  one 
and  another.  As  matter  has  many,  though 
perhaps  not  unlimited,  gradations  in  rarity, 
or  density,  the  several  convertible  manifes 
tations  of  force,  given  as  proof  of  the  "  con 
servation  of  energy,"  do  not  include  all 
force.  How  mechanical  force  in  gravita 
tion  is  related  to  heat,  light,  electricity,  or 
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molecular  attraction,  etc.,  waits  to  be  intelli 
gently  investigated.  But  more  distinct  from 
all  that  is  indicated  by  those  forms  is  vital 
force. 

In  the  worm,  nervous  and  muscular  action 
may  be  of  a  kind  with  that  in  organiza 
tions  a  little  higher,  in  which  it  is  much 
like  that  in  man.  But  a  force  is  found,  in 
man,  distinct  in  kind  from  any  in  lower 
animate  life  ;  as  fully  developed  higher 
vegetable  life  shows  a  vital  principle  which 
cannot  be  classified  with  that  of  an  ad 
vanced  grade  of  animal  life,  nor  with  any 
other.  The  inquiry  is  suggested,  —  whence 
and  wherefore  this  common  application  of 
the  terms  higher  and  lower,  and  their  pro 
found  import. 

The  highest  force  of  mind  or  spirit  in 
man  cannot  be  supposed  the  highest  exist 
ing  ;  nor  that  in  one  man  identical  in  essen 
tial  quality  with  that  in  another,  who  not 
less  is  included  in  the  general  class  as  a 
man.  But  one  force  there  must  be,  univer 
sal,  Omnipresent,  having  control  of  all  other ; 
even  if  there  be  media  of  other  forces,  in 
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their  action  pervading  illimitable  space  : 
since  any  force  can  only  by  force  be  re 
stricted  or  resisted ;  and  if  existent  at  all 
it  must  be  bounded  or  counterbalanced  by 
its  equal,  even  as  space  has  no  bound  but 
itself,  —  to  speak  in  the  necessary  mode  of 
referring  to  the  idea  of  space,  as  being,  and 
having,  or  as  an  entity  existing. 

The  economy  of  Nature,  in  the  partial 
extent  to  which  science  has  traced  it,  giving 
proof  of  its  many  distinct  kinds  of  forces, 
and  of  means,  media,  through  which  their 
action  is  manifested,  in  the  gradation  from 
the  most  dense,  conceived  as  material,  to 
the  highest  spiritual,  shows  that  the  concern 
of  each  of  the  living  with  reference  to  it  in 
all  its  history  is  the  relation  to  it  of  his  own, 
from  the  beginning  of  individual  life  on 
ward.  And  consideration  of  his  own  his 
tory,  in  all  its  possible  course  and  direction, 
nearly  always  leaves  out  —  not  wisely  — 
that  of  all  the  myriads  of  millions  upon 
millions  gone,  through  untold  ages,  from 
the  rage  of  pitiless  seas  and  more  merciless 
seas  of  blood,  as  well  as  from  the  ceaseless 


NOT   IN   TEMPLES  MADE   WITH   HANDS.     15 

succession  of  generations  in  the  cave,  the  cot 
tage,  the  castle,  from  continents  engulfed, 
and  cities  whose  throngs  were  as  innumera 
ble  as  the  atoms  of  dust  in  which  they  lie 
buried. 


CHAPTER  III 

SOLAR  light  occupies  a  measurable  extent 
of  time  in  its  transmission  ;  and  to  that  as 
sumed  ethereal  element,  through  whose  un 
dulations  it  is  projected,  is  attributed  the 
capacity  for  innumerable  rates  and  forms  of 
movement  for  effects  other  than  light,  but 
all  in  physical  connections  only.  Conver 
sion  into  vital  power,  from  any  or  all  of 
these,  not  all  the  world  could  effect  in  the 
slightest  degree.  Some  of  these  forms  of 
force  destroy  vitality  in  individuals,  but  not 
all  of  them  are  supposed  capable  of  destroy 
ing  or  converting  the  sum  of  all  vital  force, 
—  if  considered  as  one  of  the  manifestations 
of  a  source  infinite.  All  planetary  force  is 
subject,  in  necessary  theory,  to  some  other, 
-  assuming  it  to  be  servant  to  vital  force, 
or  will-power  of  Spirit. 

And  must  not  common  vital  force  have  a 
medium,  in  which   it   is   perpetuated    and 
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transmitted,  whether  in  vegetable  seeds  or 
finer  germinant    centres   of  characteristics 
reappearing  after  centuries,  or   ages    per 
haps,  in  their  true  identity  ?     This  activity, 
distinct  from   anything   like    electric  phe 
nomena,  is  not  the  most  subtle  and  indefin 
able  of  all  the  contents  of  experience.    The 
transmission  of  thought  or  mental  influence 
between  distant  points  is  doubtless  more  in 
stantaneous  than  that  of  any  communication 
by  rays  or  vibrations  of  the  great  enveloping 
field  of  physical  communication.     Must  it 
not  have  its  medium  — unobstructed  by  any 
other,  or  at  least  any  material  —  inappre 
ciable  to  normal  vision,  an  "  airy  no-thing  " 
taking  form  on  occasion  and  supplying,  to 
those  recipient,  the  presence  of  the  absent, 
in  their  accustomed  investiture,  —  and  all  in 
dependent  of  solar  or  terrestrial  conditions 
of  radiance  and  temperature,  of  distance 
and  place  ?  and  with  power  to  take  form, 
fashioning  its  investiture  by  the  same  ? 

Only  with  movement  of  muscular  tissue, 
through  the  connection  of  that  with  an 
effort  of  mind,  can  anything  material,  ex- 
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ternal  to  the  body,  be  moved  or  in  any  way 
affected  by  the  living  will ;  and,  if  indeed 
there  be  no  action  of  mind  without  ulterior 
movement  of  matter,  and  no  exterior  move 
ment  of  matter  by  it  without  this,  then  it 
would  appear  that  mental,  in  connection 
with  vital,  action  is  through  a  medium  not 
of  the  grosser  kind  conveying  electrical  im 
pulse  ;  and  that  this,  permeating  the  entire 
organization,  may  assume  form  correspond 
ing  to  it,  and  survive  independent  of  it; 
and  then  being  in  relation  to  the  accepted 
ethereal  medium,  this  more  intangible  me 
dium  of  the  force  of  etherealized  personality, 
through  that  relation,  may  have  been  the 
means  of  all  those  marvels  of  vocal,  optical, 
tangible,  lithobolical,  etc.,  feats  with  which 
force  from  somewhat  not  of  the  living  has 
enlivened  historical  records  through  all 
time. 

No  events  of  all  history  are  better  at 
tested  than  the  whilom  presence,  to  some 
unexplained  faculty  of  waking,  dormant,  or 
transcendent  vision,  of  the  human  form  in 
simulation  of  accustomed  vestment,  —  an 
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instantaneous  effect  at  an  interval  of  any 
distance  in  space.  Is  such  effect,  or  any 
possible  physical  or  mental  effect,  without 
means,  some  medium  ?  Such  facts  of  time- 
long  and  world-wide  experience,  however 
accounted  for  or  ignored,  signify  much  con 
cerning  individual  history  and  its  conti 
nuity ;  and  what  the  real  scope  of  its  life  is, 
whether  of  acres  to-day  or  of  infinity  after; 
whether  between  the  physical  and  the  spirit 
ual  there  is  a  relation  of  gradation,  or  total 
isolation,  —  a  question  which  may  be  de 
rided  as  too  distant  from  all  practical  in 
terest  to  merit  a  thought,  but  one  that  to 
any  person  may  become,  in  a  day,  of  more 
immediate  and  weighty  interest  than  all 
other. 

If  the  individual  mind  has  something  in 
termediate  through  which  it  is  related  to 
the  physical  form  and  makes  all  manifesta 
tions  of  itself,  in  or  out  of  the  form,  is  it 
kept  with  that  envelopment  forever  sepa 
rate  and  apart  from  the  source  and  sum  of 
mind  ?  It  was  a  conclusion  of  long  past 
times  that  a  "  spiritual  body  "  was  a  product 
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of  the  vital  force  in  human  life,  to  survive 
the  dissolution  of  the  physical ;  but  none 
proposed  to  determine  whether  it  should 
itself  survive  and  defy  dissolution  indefi 
nitely  ;  or  to  what  purpose  it  might  so 
continue  through  all  the  series  of  mutations 
of  which  the  general  order  of  Nature  con 
sists.  (One  of  the  most  self-possessed  and 
"  realistic  "  of  the  eminent  physicians  of  the 
near  metropolis  has  attested  in  all  serious 
ness  that  a  rapid  movement  of  force,  almost 
as  if  of  something  tangible  passing  out  very 
near  him,  was  distinctly  and  strongly  im 
pressed  upon  his  consciousness  the  instant 
after  one  had  been  in  articulo  mortis  upoa 
whom  he  was  professionally  attending.) 

The  doom  of  a  human  life  to  be  in  per 
petual  attendance  upon  those  succeeding  it 
in  the  primary  mundane  condition,  from 
which  it  had  once  emerged,  and  to  be  con 
signed  to  such  precarious  service  in  a  form 
of  substance  rarely,  if  ever,  cognizable  to 
those  thus  attended  on,  would  seem  to  be 
an  uninviting  prospect  of  immortality ;  be 
sides  being  in  reverse  of  the  uniform  mode 
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in  all  natural  process,  as  far  as  human  ob 
servation  has  extended.  There  is  prescribed 
in  one  canonical  system  a  condition  inter 
mediate  between  natural  human  life  and  its 
final  state,  deliverance  from  which  depends 
mainly  on  solemn  services  by  the  living  ; 
and  whether  devoutly  reverenced  as  sacred 
doctrine,  or  expurgated  from  one's  thought 
of  everything  real  or  possible  to  the  human 
lot,  its  prevalence  is  one  evidence  of  the 
hold  taken  upon  men's  minds  in  the  past  by 
the  idea  of  spiritual  body  ;  and  the  connec 
tion  of  that  with  faith  in  "  apparitions." 


CHAPTER  IV 

REGARDED  soberly  as  mere  matters  of  fact, 
the  phenomena  of  reappearance,  to  human 
sight,  of  those  who  live  in  memory,  it  must 
be  recalled  that  those  are  vanishing  appear 
ances  with  few  repetitions  of  recognized 
identity,  —  and  for  all  time  after  are  as  if 
they  had  never  been.  Some,  very  rare,  have 
been  reported  of  exceptional  persistence  in 
duration,  even  for  a  century  and  more ;  but 
they  finally  proved  evanescent  like  the  long 
procession  of  their  kind.  Did  the  cohesion 
of  spiritual  body  yield,  did  the  unsubstantial 
substance  which  formed  a  medium  for  mani 
festation  of  the  force  within,  and  for  segre 
gating  that  from  the  universal  domain  of 
force,  become  gradually  absorbed  by  that 
surrounding  it,  and  leave  the  spirit  con 
sciousness  to  union  with  the  universal  Spirit, 
and  to  consciousness  of  nothing  else  ? 

A  very  grave  and  learned  reverend  de- 
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fender  of  "  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,"  after  long  service  in  "  the  pastor 
ate  "  in  the  oldest  "  educational  centre  "  in 
America,  on  occasion  of  speaking  to  a  fam 
ily  upon  the  untimely  departure  of  a  first 
born,  by  an  impulse  of  the  moment  over 
stepping  a  lifetime's  elaboration  of  arbitrary 
dogmatics  through  artifices  of  baseless  logic, 
as  if  through  a  sudden  inspiration  from  in 
fallible  Nature,  gave  impressive  utterance 
to  precisely  the  same  eschatological  idea 
here  seeking  to  be  expressed  as  nearly  as 
the  partial  resources  of  language  suffice  for 
such  a  task. 

The  imputation  of  giving  countenance  to 
popular  "  spiritualism,"  so  connected  with 
frauds  and  delusions,  would  have  been  by 
no  one  more  indignantly  resented  than  by 
this  most  sincerely  devout  and  studious  man. 
But  from  living  in  the  conscious  presence 
of  spiritual  realities,  their  relation  to  the 
present  life  and  the  whole  system  of  things 
in  which  it  moves  came  more  and  more 
clearly  to  his  view. 

And  thus  it  was  that  with  him  the  use  o  f 
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the  word  Omnipresence,  not  as  with  most 
good  people  who  ignore  its  meaning  alto 
gether,  was  with  a  profound  feeling  of  its 
serious  import ;  and  this  he  habitually  mani 
fested  amid  the  childish  trifling  of  an  almost 
sightless  and  thoughtless  world,  —  though 
with  always  a  few  faithful  souls  still  in  his 
inner  circle  of  friends.  In  his  mature  years 
he  improved  an  opportunity  to  become  a 
listener  to  one  of  the  world's  great  masters 
of  natural  science ;  and  he  lived  with  in 
creasing  spiritual  illumination  to  the  closing 
hour.  He  could  not  fail  to  recognize  that 
both  these  illimitable  fields  are  parts,  insep 
arable,  of  the  infinite  unit.  It  had  been  the 
aim  of  all  his  labor  to  inculcate  union  with 
the  Divine  as  the  final  end  and  object  of 
life.  And  he  could  not  think  of  Omnipre 
sence  as  an  earth-like  condition  of  special 
place,  nor  think  of  union  with  the  Divine 
without  entering  the  condition  of  Omnipre 
sence. 

The  realization  of  any  obligation  to 
thought  upon  something  more  than  present 
interests,  which  the  seriousness  of  life's  nar- 
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row  and  uncertain  span  wholly  fails  to  im 
press  on  the  great  mass,  —  which  must  have 
been  the  special  design  of  life's  certainty 
and  uncertainty,  —  could  not  be  impressed 
on  an  entire  congregation  even  by  the  tire 
less  and  self-sacrificing  labor  of  one  lifetime. 
And  the  solemnity  there,  in  view  of  the 
realities  of  life  present  and  future,  presently 
gave  place  to  the  cultivation  of  the  petty 
fancies  of  momentary  fashion ;  and  the  ob 
servance  of  consecrated  forms  became  mere 
performance,  —  naturally  accompanied  with 
other  things  best  left  undescribed,  or  in 
brief  the  worship  of  money,  and  "  the  things 
of  time  and  sense,"  —  all  in  preparation  for 
still  more  exalted  delights  of  decoration  and 
sound  and  ceremony  in  a  not  less  material 
heaven,  some  time  and  somewhere. 

It  may  be  inquired  what  is  the  state  of  a 
man  without  a  soul.  But  can  there  be  a 
man  without  a  soul  ?  One  has  in  fact  been 
seen,  full  blown,  in  this  late  age. 

Still  it  is  doubtless  not  to  be  expected  of 
the  great  world  at  present  to  understand 
that  if  Nature  were  ever  to  make  a  retro- 
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grade  movement  it  would  be  to  retrace  a 
false  step ;  and  that  which  it  produces  to  a 
temporary  purpose,  or  to  no  purpose,  it  does 
not  perpetuate  to  no  purpose,  but  returns 
its  elements  to  the  source  where  they  con 
tribute  in  the  economy  of  infinity  to  the 
evolution  of  other  individualized  forms  ;  and 
there  is  not  one  law  in  the  eternal  processes 
of  matter,  and  a  contradictory  one  in  those 
of  spirit ;  and  that  oneness  with  the  Divine 
is  not  in  connection  with  place,  if  the  Divine 
is  Omnipresent,  and  that  unless  it  is  no 
where  it  can  only  be  EVERYWHERE,  EQUALLY. 


CHARITOS 

CHAPTER  V 

THE  world  needed  a  living  embodiment 
of  ideal  Right.  This  abstract  principle  of 
conformity  to  the  order  and  design  of  Na 
ture  rather  than  to  any  arbitrary  injunction 
had  been  instinctively  perceived,  or  felt,  in 
some  degree  by  all  men  above  the  condi 
tion  of  savagery,  but  its  practical  application 
as  the  uniform  rule  of  life  waited  to  be 
taught  by  a  faultless  example  and  enforced 
by  its  commanding  authority.  To  those 
who,  after  lapse  of  long  ages,  recognized 
this  in  human  form,  it  was  nothing  less  than 
Divine,  "  very  God  of  very  God." 

Still  general  rules  by  whomever  given, 
applicable  in  an  ideal  state,  when  indiscrim 
inately  applied  to  the  partially  developed 
condition  of  humanity,  may  often  defeat 
themselves ;  and  must  be  received  with  due 
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qualification,  as  in  the  reference  to  pearls 
and  swine. 

For  expressing  the  general  principle  of 
invariable  devotion  to  absolute  Right,  those 
who  have  no  word  quite  free  from  ambigu 
ity,  in  their  native  tongue,  find  one  in  an 
other  from  which  they  may  adopt  the  word 
charitos.  This  is  the  identical  word  em 
ployed  by  an  accepted  high  authority,  and 
not  a  translation  of  some  unknown  word  by 
some  unknown  translator,  as  are  all  the 
words  (with  the  exception  of  a  phrase  or 
two  transferred)  in  the  other,  accompanying 
writings  accepted  as  of  Divine  sanction. 
In  strict  analysis  this  term,  variously  ren 
dered  grace,  charity,  love,  or  love  of  the 
human  and  Divine,  implies  only  conformity 
to  the  abstract  law  of  right ;  which  consists 
in  preserving  the  due  relation  of  all  man 
kind  towards  one  another,  and  towards 
their  origin,  "  the  Maker  of  them  all." 

By  the  connection  of  all  with  one  Source, 
the  participation  of  each  in  the  grand  march 
of  universal  nature  connects  each  one  with 
whatever  affects  any  other  one.  If  not  in 
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large  degree  immediately  perceptible,  time 
does  not  count  in  the  essential  reckoning  of 
the  adjustments  of  infinity. 

What,  then,  practically  is  the  love  which 
is  meant  in  the  translation  of  this  adopted 
word  ?  It  is  seeking  the  highest  benefit, 
advancement,  or  elevation  of  one,  through 
that  of  all  within  reach  ;  which  in  reality  is 
the  only  means  to  that  attainment.  The 
work  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  others  than 
the  worker  is  enlargement  of  the  worker  to 
the  extent  of  that  benefit.  That  which  is 
to  the  injury  of  others  is  contraction  of  him 
who  is  the  actor,  by  the  measure  of  the  in 
jury  wrought ;  and  extreme  contraction 
sometimes  it  is  ;  while  it  is  only  in  the  lack 
of  the  simplest  intelligence  that  one  mea 
sures  his  own  gain  by  others'  loss ;  which, 
in  truth,  by  the  final  account  is  made  his 
own  loss  multiplied  by  the  number  of  those 
injured  ;  which  is  only  retribution  incorpo 
rated  in  necessity  of  Nature. 

Thus  the  gain  or  loss  of  any  individual  is 
that  of  the  whole  world,  if  considered  in  the 
largest  view  of  its  farthest  effect,  great  or 
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small.  The  advance  of  the  world  is  naught, 
if  not  part  of  a  design.  It  may  be  assumed 
to  be  that,  from  the  largest  scope  of  move 
ment  in  nature  within  reach  of  discovery 
by  human  effort  thus  far.  Exclusive  self- 
seeking  in  mere  material  acquisitions  or 
otherwise  is  the  measure  of  man's  lack  of 
development,  lack  of  completeness;  and 
completion  in  whatever  is  undertaken  is  a 
purpose  in  Nature,  —  if  there  be  no  other. 

Self-sacrificing  love  —  in  analogy  with 
the  instinct  of  parental  affection  —  towards 
all  mankind,  in  conformity  of  will  to  the 
Supreme  will,  is  the  first  and  last  injunction 
of  oracles  claiming  Divine  authority ;  it 
rehearses  that  which  is  older  than  the  be 
ginning  of  things.  This  is  the  rule  of  an 
ideal  state,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  by 
which  mankind,  with  many  reverses,  may 
in  time  approximate  such  a  state. 

Disposal  of  accumulated  possessions,  from 
the  bounty  of  nature  and  multiplication  of 
labor,  is  oftenest  not  left  to  the  will  of  the 
possessor,  or  within  his  knowledge.  He 
passes,  in  the  beating  of  a  pulse,  or  its  fail- 
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ure  to  beat,  and  becomes  as  totally  out  of 
connection  with  all  the  results  of  a  life's 
work  —  except  results  upon  himself  —  as 
in  the  length  of  all  time  before  he  was  born. 
His  life,  if  life  there  be  still,  exists  only  in 
the  mind ;  and  the  mind  consists  of  what 
its  action  has  been,  in  the  opportunities  of 
its  history,  and  with  its  native  capacities 
for  improving  them :  to  all  his  possessions, 
but  this,  he  has  no  other  title  than  a  lease. 

He  has  acted  in  accord  with  the  general 
design  of  that  constitution  of  things  in 
which  his  activity  shares,  it  may  be ;  and,  it 
may  be,  in  ignorant  or  defiant  resistance  to 
the  overruling  plan  ;  or  perhaps  rather  in 
a  course  partaking,  to  a  degree,  of  both 
those  opposites.  "  His  after  fate  "  has  been 
the  unsolved  problem  of  earliest  and  latest 
time,  surveyed  and  pronounced  upon  in 
every  manner,  except  as  a  question  for  the 
application  of  common  reasoning  faculties 
upon  something  in  the  regular  course  of 
Nature,  —  which  in  every  other  respect,  of 
matter  or  spirit,  is  regarded  as  specially  in 
tended  for  the  exercise  of  human  intelli 
gence. 
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If  in  harmony  with  Divine,  that  is  with 
natural,  law,  one's  existence,  surviving  in 
whatever  form  or  formless,  continues  in  the 
same  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the 
infinite  purpose  for  which  it  and  all  things 
that  exist  "  have  their  beinsr." 


CHAPTER  VI 

THE  universal  economy  of  Nature,  in  the 
moral,  as  in  all  other  of  its  constituents,  is 
in  the  correlation  of  the  two  directions  of  its 
forces,  the  constructive  and  the  destructive, 
complementary  of  each  other.  The  life  of 
every  individual  organism  that  has  existed 
has  been  consequent  upon,  and  necessarily 
dependent  on,  the  death  of  another  organ 
ism,  or  other  organisms  of  many  kinds  in  an 
almost  interminable  series  downward.  The 
force  of  individual  spirit  which  has  been  in 
opposition  to  Right,  and  destructive  of  all 
good  both  for  itself  and  others,  must  be  al 
ways  on  its  way  to  the  vast  reservoir  which, 
in  the  polarity  of  spiritual  force,  is  the  oppo 
site  of  the  constructive  powers  of  Nature, 
whether  spiritual  or  physical,  —  whence  are 
tempests  and  wreck  both  in  the  moral  and 
the  material  domain.  If  this  should  appear 
to  be  assuming  the  continued  existence,  to 
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unlimited  time,  of  personal  spirit  actuated 
by  malevolent  will,  it  should  rather  be  said, 
if,  indefinite,  not  unlimited.  All  evidence 
indicates  a  succession  of  the  actors  in  male 
volence,  with  a  continuance  of  the  actuating 
spirit;  as  in  perpetual  ravages  of  destruc 
tion  by  war  of  elements,  spiritual  and  mate 
rial,  but  always  waiting  the  power  by  which 
the  force  of  every  successive  storm  is  laid. 

One  may  have  warred  for  a  lifetime 
against  Nature  and  Right  and  Divine  com 
mand  all  in  one,  under  promptings  of  the 
instinct  of  destruction,  still  in  conjunction 
with  impulses  to  high  and  noble  acts,  mak-' 
ing  life  a  constant  warfare  with  itself.  His 
better  self  exclaims,  "  Why  have  I  been 
doomed  to  inheritance  of  subjection  to  the 
domination  of 'this  body  of  death ';  and  what 
is  this  self,  made  incapable  of  what  it  would 
be,  and  inseparable  from  what  it  would  not 
be,  by  means  that  began  long  before  its  own 
beginning  ?  Is  it  one,  single  ?  And  when 
shall  the  factions  in  this  internecine  strife 
be  as  separate  as  before  they  were  joined 
in  it  ? "  Is  it  always  from  the  beginning 
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the  same  indivisible  entity,  or  is  it  this 
and  also  a  succession  of  units  of  life  such 
that  one  of  them  may  be  most  adverse  in 
will  to  a  preceding  state  of  will,  but  ever 
bound  to  unwilling  inheritances  from  it  ? 
-  as  the  homicide  has  no  escape  from  pen 
alty  even  if  he  succeed  in  persuading  his 
conscience  to  justify  the  protest  of  his  last 
breath  that  he  is  not  the  guilty  one,  be 
cause  an  act,  if  indeed  committed  by  his 
former  self,  was  by  another  and  not  by  the 
totally  different  will  of  his  present  self — 
which  is  thus  made  to  suffer  for  past  occur 
rences  such  as  it  would  not  have  been  ca 
pable  of  a  later  time,  and  over  which  it  can 
now  have  no  control. 

"  But  I  am  not  now  that  which  I  have  been." 

His  course  of  action  has  been,  under  con 
flicting  motives,  divided.  Can  his  person 
ality  be  divided,  contrary  to  the  routine 
repetition  of  traditional  dictum?  It  can 
change  for  the  better,  or  worse.  His  better 
part  may  die,  while  the  other  lives ;  or  the 
contrary  process  may  go  on,  in  life.  He  is 
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then  not  what  he  was.  He  survives  in  a 
part  of  himself,  one  part  or  the  other. 
Where  then  the  other?  it  is  not  in  him. 
But  when  he  reaches  the  end  of  natural  life 
with  both  parts  in  full  vigor  and  activity, 
the  better  striving  against  the  worse,  shall 
not  the  better,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  visi 
ble  form,  unite  in  its  sublimated  state  with 
its  own  affinities,  and  have  part  with  the 
Source  whence  it  originated ;  and  the  worse 
likewise  pass  into  the  great  solvent  which 
in  the  chemistry  of  infinite  nature  is  the 
perpetual  conservation  of  its  equilibrium  ? 
What  is  now  the  personality  of  the  hosts 
before  the  "  deluge  "  worth,  and  those,  how 
many,  equally  forgotten  since  ?  Worth  as 
much  as  their  dust,  perhaps.  The  purpose 
of  Nature  in  respect  to  them  was,  in  the 
passing  breath  of  most,  or  all  of  them,  com 
plete.  Not  less  they,  then,  were  persons 
perhaps,  but  with  value  not  measurable  in 
individuality,  as  were  St.  Francis  and  Au 
gustine,  and  the  rest,  but  only  weighed  in 
the  dense  mass.  Nature,  which  produced 
them  all,  had  provision  for  the  use  and  dis- 


NOTE. 

ONE  conspicuous  instance  of  interpretation  in 
wide  departure  from  the  profound  import  borne 
under  parabolic  and  hyperbolic  discourse  ad 
dressed  to  those  of  other  times,  and  of  different 
habits  of  thought,  is  the  idea  of  destiny  conse 
quent  upon  human  life,  determined  individually 
by  merit  belonging,  or  imputed,  to  each  individ 
ual  as  a  distinct  unit,  —  destiny  to  everything  con 
ceived  of  as  desirable,  with  the  single  alternative 
of  everything  imaginable  to  the  contrary.  To 
comprehend  this  it  is  necessary  to  know  what  is 
the  meaning  or  definition  of  the  individual,  or 
unit  of  life.  Life,  physical  or  moral,  is  a  con 
tinuous  quality,  or  continuation  of  a  multitude  of 
qualities  often  most  diverse,  descended  from  un 
known  sources  through  uncounted  successive  gen 
erations.  Its  beginning  in  any  individual  is  an 
inseparable  part  of  the  parental  life.  At  what 
point  does  it  become  a  distinct  individual  ?  And 
when  does  its  moral  responsibility  begin  ?  Is  it 
before  the  very  early  period  at  which  the  majority 
of  those  that  had  begun  to  live  had  dropped 
out  of  the  race?  and  dropped  to  which  of  the 
alternative  destinations  ? 

How  can  the  real  unit  be  less  than  the  whole 
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sum  of  human  life,  including  the  first  Source 
whence  it  was  derived,  and  whither  it  is  tending 
to  its  ultimate  ?  How  universal  in  Nature  is  the 
principle  of  progression  in  rotation,  moral  as  well 
as  cosmical !  Can  that  be  an  indissoluble  unit 
which  is  a  part  of  an  immeasurable  system  of 
being,  and  is  itself  composed  of  incongruous  parts 
from  an  unknown  number  of  diverse  ancestral 
sources  ? 

And  can  any  dividing  line  be  drawn  making 
two  distinct  classes  of  men  for  their  two  alterna 
tive  future  destinations,  when  the  measure  of 
moral  quality,  or  merit  spiritually,  among  men  is 
that  of  a  continuous  quantity,  with  no  distinguish 
able  interval  between  that  in  one  individual  and 
that  in  another  which  some  other,  one  or  many, 
does  not  fill  so  completely  as  to  be  on  neither 
side  of  the  line  ?  Human  life  comes  together  in 
mass,  and  disperses  again  by  division  in  moral 
quality,  and  is  the  line  of  division  between  indi 
viduals  or,  finally,  within  the  individual.  But 
misinterpretation  of  oracular  utterance  of  truth, 
through  well-worn  grooves  of  tortuous  logic  glides 
on  smoothly  to  conclusions  —  of  palpable  absurd 
ity.  And  when  logic  subverts  all  reason  it  is 
merely  so  much  the  worse  "pour  les  faits." 
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posal  of  all  products.  One  in  meditation  "  en 
vied  the  dead  who  are  dead  more  than  the 
living  who  are  alive  " ;  but  did  not  add  that 
those  were  dead  in  order  that  these  might 
be  alive.  Individual  life  in  Nature  is  that 
of  succession. 


CHAPTER  VII 

IT  is  pleasant  to  retreat  from  considera 
tion  of  the  grosser  branches,  in  ruder  ages, 
of  the  race  of  man  into  which  one  has  been 
born ;  and  confine  the  attention  solely  to 
self,  and  think  of  that  as  a  life  consisting 
only  in  refinement  of  spirit  basking  in 
Divine  favor ;  and  beyond  reach  of  every 
thing  of  low  earthly  origin,  by  special  gift 
to  a  few  chosen  ones.  This  is  a  state  of 
being  which  is  to  survive  the  annihilation  of 
matter  —  "  there  shall  be  no  sun  there  "  — 
otherwise  the  world's  last  hope  is  lost  in  the 
horrible  darkness  of  materialism  !  Yet  the 
undertaking  to  give  expression  to  this  ideal 
directly  relapses  into  consecrated  use  of 
familiar  words  of  the  earth,  earthy,  —  truly 
labor-saving. 

Distinctions  in  thought,  and  preferences 
of  will,  and  qualities  of  emotion  are  not 
distinctions  of  matter,  and,  in  the  conscious- 
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ness,  may  exist  without  reference  to  place, 
that  in  which  all  matter  does  exist ;  but  the 
material  part  of  human  life  has  been  an 
essential  factor  in  all  inception  and  develop 
ment  of  its  mind  and  spirit.  Knowledge  of 
the  possible  existence  of  spirit  with  no  mat 
ter  in  existence  has  yet  to  be  gained,  if 
such  there  be.  But  matter  in  an  impalpa 
ble  state  may  still  be  the  servant  of  mind, 
in  its  process  through  love  of  the  universal 
Right,  and  assimilation  to  it,  towards  its 
consummation  in  becoming  as  one  with  the 
Infinite  (immaterial)  source  of  matter  and 
of  mind. 


CHAPTER  VIII 

IT  would  be  a  great  gain  toward  right 
conception  of  man's  true  position  if,  in  dis 
course  concerning  the  sources  of  truth, 
some  thought  were  possible  without  the  gar 
rulous  use  of  the  name  of  Deity ;  which 
seems  so  nearly  impossible  with  that  flippant 
use  of  it  often  heard  from  the  pulpit,  where 
the  sound  of  it  to  a  reverent  mind  is  scarcely 
less  shocking  than  the  heedless  profanity  of 
the  street.  It  seems  to  make  all  ideas  com 
prised  in  one  word,  and  the  repetition  of 
that  a  substitute  for  all  further  effort. 

From  horror  of  the  demon  of  "  rational 
ism  "  in  the  interpretation  of  all  sources  of 
truth  including  the  reverenced  authorities 
of  old,  it  is  preferred,  most  irrationally,  to 
continue  applying  bald  literal  construction 
to  that  which  was  intended  to  be  under 
stood  as  hyperbolical,  and  was  duly  accepted 
as  such  by  those  addressed ;  according  to 
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the  custom  common,  then  as  now,  in  Orien 
tal  discourse. 

But  reverence  is  supposed  to  require  ad 
herence  to  the  letter  at  the  sacrifice  of  what 
it  was  intended  to  convey.  This  results 
in  interpretations  enjoining  by  Divine  au 
thority  the  most  impossible  contradictions 
of  eternal  principles  in  Nature,  —  whose 
visible  works  were  constantly  appealed  to 
by  the  living  Teacher  as  manifestations  of 
the  Supreme  arbiter.  By  pictures  to  the 
imagination,  often  constructed  from  mate 
rials  familiar  to  the  eye,  and  exaggerated 
to  the  limits  of  figurative  speech,  emphasis 
was  given  to  this  great  spiritual  truth,  not 
the  idea  of  charity,  not  altruism,  not  "  the 
greatest  thing  in  the  world,"  but  Divine 
love  of  universal  Right,  in  one  word, 
Charitos. 


SIN 

CHAPTER  IX 

A   WORD    which   has   some   form    if  not 
force  in  all  later  languages  of  civilization, 
derived  perhaps  from  one  older,  but  having 
signification    known    to    only    one    ancient 
race  (translated  from  the  ancient  tongue 
to  that  of  the  parables  by  a  word  signify 
ing  to  "miss  the  way");  which  goes  far  in 
support  of  the  claim  that  early  literature  of 
that  race,  embodying  this   as  one  of  the 
two  antithetic  bases  of  its  theistic  system,  is 
from  Divine  inspiration.     Other  languages 
had  words  expressing  that  which  is  outrage 
against  nature,  and  all  that  is  revolting  to 
the  better  sensibilities,  and,  sometimes,  that 
which  is  criminal  against  the  rights  of  man. 
But  those  who  had  no  fixed  conception  of 
monotheism  could  have  no  term  solely  to 
signify  offence  against  the  Supreme.     Nei- 
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ther  had  they  the  corresponding  expression 
for  moral  perfection  of  character  in  that 
One,  in  contrast  to  human  "  depravity " ; 
and    with    many   expressions    for   exalted 
human  virtues  they  had  none  for  "  holiness." 
Those  succeeding  to  the  theological  sys 
tem  which  gave  the  words  "  sin  "  and  "  holi 
ness  "  to  the  world  have  been  received  as 
teachers  of  the  true  and  only  good  to  man 
kind.     The  definition  of  sin  would  be  more 
clear  if  a  more  intelligible  conception  of  the 
Supreme  personality  to  which  it  has  reference 
could  be  gained  from  agreement  by  leading 
minds  among  men.     The  two  conceptions, 
that  of  offence  and  the  offended,  are  held 
in  connection  by  that  of  forgiveness.     The 
definition  of  this  is  capable  of  being  made 
clear  in  proportion  as  that  of  the  two  related 
words.    There  would  appear  to  be  no  small 
confusion  of  understanding  in  relation  to  it 
among  sincere  minds,  as  well  as  those  most 
insincere.     If  one  has  taken  another's  life 
and  has  been  forgiven  for  it,  what  has  the 
forgiveness  effected?     It  has  changed  no 
thing  unless  it  be  the  state  of  his  own  mind. 
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No  more  reparation  for  the  wrong  is  made 
with  forgiveness  than  without,  since  none 
is  possible  in  either  case.  Is  the  wrong  to 
be  made  less  by  any  means  ?  If  it  was  a 
wrong  against  one  it  was  also  against  the 
whole  system  of  being  of  which  the  wrong 
doer  was  a  part ;  and  thus  not  alone  against 
a  holy  law,  but  most  of  all  against  himself. 
From  whom,  then,  is  the  forgiveness  to  be 
obtained  ?  Surely  from  all  those  subject  to 
the  wrong,  of  whom  the  agent  of  it  is  the 
chief  one.  Then  he,  most  of  all,  must  for 
give  himself. 

A  preacher  of  high  rank  in  advocacy  of 
the  Puritan  faith,  in  the  capital  city  of  the 
Puritans,  one  or  two  generations  ago,  made 
much  reference  to  the  ability  of  a  person  to 
forgive  himself;  which  he  found  some  un 
able  to  persuade  themselves  to  do.  The 
sum  of  forgiveness  consisted  in  a  state  of 
mind,  which  persons  must  chiefly  produce 
in  themselves,  and,  with  help  of  association, 
in  one  another,  with  whatever  help  to  as 
surance  from  an  unseen  source. 

Is  the  difference,  between  one  who  has 
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not  erred  and  one  who  has  erred  and  been 
forgiven,  so  little  that  it  is  immaterial  in 
which  position  a  person  shall  find  or  place 
himself? 

An  example  is  found  in  "  Scripture  "  of 
a  physical  and  mental  wreck  who,  in  the 
sudden  consciousness  of  the  measureless 
distance  of  such  a  condition  from  the  stain 
less  height  of  another,  was  overwhelmed 
with  emotion  prompting  the  most  extrava 
gant  demonstrations,  which,  if  not  most  un 
seemly,  would  at  least  not  be  pleasant  to 
contemplate,  in  every  one's  instinctive  and 
involuntary  shrinking  from  contact  with 
any  part  of  the  person  of  one  thus  contami 
nated  in  mind  and  body,  —  in  regard 
equally  to  hazard  of  health  in  body  and 
soul.  Can  any  teacher  who  dilates  on  this 
scene,  for  public  instruction  upon  the  sacred 
principle  of  forgiveness,  be  imagined  for  a 
moment  as  submitting  to  be,  in  his  own 
person,  a  passive  part  as  principal  in  such  a 
spectacle !  But  manners  differ  practically 
in  different  ages,  and  those  of  one  age  are 
not  understood  as  well,  and  judged  as  cor- 
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rectly,  in  another.  Ah,  not  only  manners 
but  modes  of  expressing  instruction  no  less 
seem  liable  to  be  quite  misunderstood. 
With  reference  to  the  desultory  sources  of 
the  genuine  records  of  nineteen  centuries 
ago,  amid  the  turbulence  of  Roman  depend 
encies,  who  now  has  positive  assurance  of 
the  impossibility  of  a  single  sentence  having 
been  interpolated  by  some  Eastern  roman 
cer  ?  And  that  this  little  drama  might  not 
thus  bodily  have  been  given  a  place  among 
reports  of  actual  occurrences?  However 
that  may  be,  it  is  kept  much  in  service 
as  a  lesson  upon  the  pure  principle  of  for 
giveness  in  extreme  application.  Did  for 
giveness  for  the  past,  because  of  repentance 
—  and  faith  —  change  the  past  ?  Was  that 
any  the  less  a  total  loss,  from  which  no  re 
covery  was  possible,  other  than  a  change 
for  the  future,  even  to  one  who  loved  much 
and  to  whom  much  was  forgiven  ?  And  did 
the  subject  of  it  become  capable  of  self-for 
giveness  ?  Or  has  the  whole  conception  of 
forgiveness  been  badly  mistaken  in  the  rou 
tine  of  a  long  established  system  of  instruc- 
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tion  ;  to  the  fatal  encouragement  of  the  in 
sincere,  in  the  subversion  of  their  natural 
sense  of  responsibility,  from  which  all  have 
at  length  to  learn  there  is  no  release  ? 
"  What  deep  wound  ever  heals  without  a 
scar  ?  "  Divine  power  is  not  power  to  do 
self-contradictory  things  ;  nor  to  undo  that 
which  exists  in  natural  necessity  by  the  un 
created  and  unalterable  laws  of  mind. 


CHAPTER  X 

A  VENERABLE  and  most  esteemed  preacher, 
who  might  with  some  reason  have  claimed 
lineage  from  Patrick,  the  consecrated  early 
apostle  of  the  British  Isles,  in  an  admirable 
discourse  upon  conscience  remarked,  "  If 
you  ask  me  what  conscience  is,  notwith 
standing  the  many  things  (then  enumer 
ated)  which  it  is  said  to  be,  I  don't  know  what 
it  is.  I  know  how  to  treat  it."  The  world 
never  has  escaped  from  the  entanglement 
between  man's  exercise  of  will,  which  is 
wholly  his  work,  and  the  constitution  of  his 
will  and  himself  in  one,  which  is  not  wholly 
his  work.  Between  the  two,  however,  there 
has  been  progress  of  the  individual  and  the 
average  of  the  race.  Responsibility  for  any 
individual's  action  is  distributed  over  a  long 
extent  of  life  in  succession  and  no  small 
breadth  of  it  in  present  association. 

Sin,  default  of  action  in  the  direction  of 
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moral  advancement,  is  an  inherent  part  of  a 
system  which  consists  in  progression.  Any 
other  system  might  be  supposed  one  that 
would  begin  with  completeness,  making  its 
beginning  the  final  end  of  it ;  with  no  move 
ment,  no  life,  nothing  but  stagnation,  death. 
"  Offences  must  needs  come  " ; "  I  make  peace 
and  I  create  evil." 

It  is  one  of  the  identities  between  mind 
and  matter  that  nothing  in  moral  or  mate 
rial  nature  exists  without  movement.  In 
each,  if  movement  be  not  traced  in  one  di 
rection  it  is  discovered  in  another.  Change 
less  and  stationary  there  is  nothing :  that 
would  not  be  a  state  of  existence,  other  than 
that  of  the  eternal  principles ;  which  would 
likewise  be  lifeless  if  nothing  concrete  ex 
isted  in  which  they  were  applied  to  its 
ordering. 

Learning  to  walk  is  by  means  of  stum 
bling  as  the  instructor,  and  the  instruction 
is  administered  in  pains  and  penalties ;  not 
in  arbitrary  vindictiveness.  Life  which  be 
gins  in  the  individual,  as  in  the  germ  of  the 
race,  at  a  starting-point  succeeding  a  state 
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where  it  was  conscious  of  nothing,  has  from 
that  point  to  any  kind  of  ideal  how  great 
a  distance  to  travel !  And  how  shall  that 
course  not  include  everything  besides  an 
ideal,  if  such  it  pursues  ?  Corresponding 
with  this  conflict  of  struggle  and  hope,  de 
feat  and  reverses,  with  successes  and  down 
falls,  in  all  history  of  human  life,  is  the  de 
velopment  of  adaptation  to  the  support  of 
life  in  the  mundane  abode  assigned  to  it. 
Liability  to  mortal  catastrophes  from  the  vio 
lent  throes  of  the  elements  in  cosmic  labor 
is  inseparable  from  that  development  out  of 
the  fiery  furnace  of  the  new  planet.  Its 
unstable  "  crust "  could  do  no  otherwise  ; 
and  life  upon  it  could  at  best  be  only  pre 
carious  and  unforewarned  of  sudden  casu 
alties  ;  but  the  sum  of  it  could  not  but  sur 
vive  the  shocks  of  quaking  in  the  solid 
foundations,  and  the  swift  death-flash,  and 
all  the  devastation  of  flood,  fire,  pestilence, 
and  famine ;  yet  all  these  perhaps  without 
relation  to  sin,  other  than  the  relation  of 
all  to  a  common  origin  in  a  point  of  begin 
ning.  And  keeping  pace  with  these  pro- 
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cesses  of  the  unresting  elements,  in  a  cease 
less  struggle  from  that  first  point  toward  a 
more  complete  life,  there  could  not  but  be 
everything  but  complete  "  holiness,"  every 
thing  of  inherited  brute  rage,  violence, 
treachery,  vice,  crime,  ravage,  torture,  mur 
der,  slavery,  and  WAR  combining  all  in  one. 
"  But  woe  unto  him  by  whom  the  offences 
come."  If  it  be  true  that  "  the  soul  that 
sinneth  it  shall  die,"  that  may  be  means 
by  which  others  shall  live.  They  are  all 
parts  of  the  infinity  in  which  no  number 
can  count  enough  to  make  it  greater, 
and  nothing  wanting  to  it  can  make  it 
less.  There  may  be  few  that  be  "  saved," 
and  fewer  who  know  what  they  mean  by 
that  word.  To  know  what  there  is  to  be 
"  saved  "  may  be  not  less  important.  Na 
ture's  purposes  are  fulfilled  none  the  less. 
Men  may  never  learn  to  conceive  how  great 
is  the  Great  All ;  how  immaterial  (in  every 
sense)  the  single 

"  spark  of  immortality  that  stands 
In  momentary  maze  between  the  sands 
Of  time,  and  the  unknown  eternal  lands.'' 


If  the  moral  or  physical  structure  is  too  far 
from  the  direction  towards  maturity,  or  its 
lesion  too  extended  to  be  healed  by  nature 
or  grace  for  a  new  start,  its  merciful  boon 
may  be  in  a  release  from  the  futile  strife. 
While  it  may  be  the  lot  of  many  from  age 
to  age  to  be  blest  with  an  abiding  con 
sciousness  of  the  life  of  life,  in  wealth  of 
affection  finer,  higher,  purer  than  any  mere 
earthly  ties  and  thus  transitory  hopes  sus 
tain,  an  unquestioning  conviction  in  which 
all  its  cherished  objects  remain  in  unbroken 
association  forever  surviving  time  and 
change,  they  must  still  leave  to  the  great 
multitude  of  the  living  to  interpret  every 
thing  beyond  the  present,  if  they  ever  give 
it  a  thought  at  all,  "  without  natural  affec 
tion"  and  without  thought  of  higher  exer 
cise  of  the  faculties  which  could  not  have 
been  intended  solely  for  the  lower  uses  to 
which  they  are  almost  alone  applied. 

They  will  not  thus  have  any  conception 
of  the  meaning  of  humanity,  from  its  ear 
liest  distinguishable  divergence  from  lower 
life  to  its  present  hardly  more  than  incipi- 
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ent  stage;  a  solid  mass  in  bygone  time 
mostly  fit,  morally  as  physically,  only  for 
return  to  the  primary  elements  of  force  and 
matter  whence  they  came ;  and  little  more 
conception  will  be  formed  of  a  possible 
mode  in  which  the  destiny  of  any  of  the 
living  in  the  future  of  spiritual  existence 
can  be  in  accord  with  the  never-changing 
ordinances  of  Nature's  ever-living  Source. 


CHAPTER   XI 

DAILY    BREAD 

BREAD  for  to-day  cannot  alone  suffice 
The   life    of  matter   that   consists    with 
mind,  — 

These  two,  which  by  inexplicable  ties 
In  man,  the  living  unit,  are  combined, 

While  its  appropriate  law  to  each  applies. 

Could  the  relations  of  the  two  be  shown 

Throughout    the   utmost    recesses   they 
reach, 

Then  would  all  mysteries  of  life  be  known, 
With     forecast    which     futurity    might 

teach 

And  solve  all  doubts  to  which  mankind  are 
prone. 

When  by  the  rations  for  to-day  supplied 
The  aspirations  have  been  all  fulfilled, 
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It  little  matters  what  may  next  betide 
Where     life,    by    thought's     expansion 

never  thrilled, 
Knows  not  itself  nor  nature's  world  so  wide. 

Of  mind  what  countless  lessons  have  been 

taught, 
Of  matter  all  the  world  would  something 

know ; 
And    though   to  their   relation  some  give 

thought, 

The  fundamental  basis,  far  below, 
Extends  to  depths  where   few  have  ever 
wrought. 

These  are  sure  entities,  distinct  and  two, 
If  number  anything  to  thought  can  lend  ; 

If  neither  passes  its  probation  through 
To  serve  the  other,  still  they  each  depend 

Upon  the  counterpart  in  all  they  do. 

Matter  in  organs  of  the  human  frame, 
Or  far   in  worlds  beyond  the   reach   of 
sight, 
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Is  of  its  own  distinctive  realm  the  same  — 

As  mind  is  regal  in  its  native  right  — 
But  which  one  first  into  existence  came? 

Coeval,  mind  and  matter  must  appear, 
And  that  they   both  outmeasure   finite 

bounds 
In  their  duration  and  extent  is  clear ; 

But  how  related  are  their  ceaseless  rounds 
Throughout  eternity's  unending  year  ? 

Life  individual  with  some  world  has  place, 
In  all  conceptions  which  mankind  essay ; 

No  other  could  imagination  trace, 
Or  ever  dream  of  in  its  boldest  play, 

Which  could  exist  with  wthing  for  its  base 

If  worlds  there  are  so  immature,  or  dead, 
As  not  of  life's  conditions  to  admit, 

In  reason,  then,  still  more  it  must  be  said 
Of  empty  space,  naught  finite  lives  in  it, 

With   neither  earth  nor   air  on   which   to 
tread. 

And  world  and  life,  together  as  they  bide, 
Are  specially  adapted  each  to  each, 
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While  ever  changing  into  modes  untried, 
Until   the    natural    parting    point   they 
reach 

When   new  connections  are  to  each   sup 
plied. 

If  change,  of  form,  alone  has  permanence 
Dissolving  worlds  with  all  that  they  con 
tain 

Throughout  extension  of  all  space  immense, 
Perpetual  mutation  must  remain 

In  modes  of  life  conformed  to  such  events. 

And  mind  —  which  in  its  consciousness  be 
gan, 
And  grew  with  growth  of  body  keeping 

pace 

By  sharing  matter's  never  ceasing  plan 
Of  change  in  all  things  as  in  form  and 

place  — 
For  each  condition  has  its  measured  span. 

This  is  its  tenure,  whatsoever  state 

Its  far  off  destiny  is  yet  to  be 
In  life  which  can  at  all  to  place  relate,  — 

But  if  from  place  and  matter  wholly  free, 
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Life  umversal  only  can  await, 

Embracing  all  mind  in  its  shoreless  sea. 

The  inviolate  secret,  of  the  laws  that  bind 
Perpetual  essence  of  material  things 

In  its  incorporate  unison  with  mind. 

Remains  unknown,  with  all  the  search  it 
brings,  — 

As  Moses'  sepulchre  can  no  man  find. 

With  necessary  principles  denied 

The  most  absurd  conceptions  may  pre 
vail; 

Blindness  inheriting  conceit  and  pride 
Defies  first  truths,  to  learn  an  easier  tale 

And  be  assured  there  is  no  truth  beside. 

A  place  of  heavenly  happiness  for  some 
And  the  reverse  for  others  not  as  good 

Is  the  chief  doctrine  of  the  world  to  come,  — 
Upper  and  nether  regions  understood 

For   the    two    classes,    each   a   permanent 
home. 

Such  a  conception  is  confession  plain 
That  the  realities  of  truth  are  spurned  ; 
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While  it  asserts,  as  means  all  good  to  gain, 
First   principles   of  things  must  be  un 
learned 
For  pure  unreason's  arbitrary  reign. 

Life's  guarded  secret  offers  ample  field 
For  wild  invention  such  as  needs  no  base  ; 

Which  easily  may  claim  to  be  revealed, 
By  making  every  reference  to  place 

Indefinite,  —  for  seers  a  perfect  shield. 

Truth  at  its  base  is  not  indefinite ; 

Its  uncreated  elements  subsist 
In  the  necessity  of  sovereign  right, 

By  which  alone  must  everything  exist 
Of  life  and  being,  in  its  farthest  flight. 


CHAPTER  XII 

LIFE  is  a  principle  ;  and  not  a  jot 

Beyond  this  can  be  known  of  source ; 

The  same  as  gravity  is  none  know  what, 
Beyond  the  final  principle  of  force,  — 

Should  persons  perish,  principles  cannot. 

The   human  mind  from  "  inner  conscious 
ness  " 

Derives  a  Person,  precedent  to  all, 
Who  wills  all  force,  the  greater  or  the  less, 
In  works  which  Nature,  and  mankind,  in 
stall,  — 

The  great  LAST  THOUGHT  on  this  world  to  im 
press. 

And  still  "  by  searching,  who  can  find  out 

God?" 
"  Whom   no    man   anywhere   hath  ever 

seen," 
Save  that  the   footprints  where  his  steps 

have  trod, 
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Impressed  on  Nature  everywhere,  must 

mean 

One  Power  which  rules  the  spirit,  and  the 
clod. 

And  is  one  "  medium  "  the  same  for  each  ? 

Which,  immaterial,  rules  material  things ; 
Or  does  one  rarer,  more  ethereal,  reach 

To  mind,  with  meanings  borne  on  spirit- 
wings, 
Such  as,  to  earth-life,  powers  celestial  teach? 

Material  phenomena  so  wide 

Appear  but  chaos,  void  of  any  link, 

Until  the  lack  of  knowledge  is  supplied 
By  that  which  of  necessity  men  think 

As  all  force  in  that  medium  allied. 

This   is    a   "  substance "   which   exists    in 
thought, 

And  when  beyond  phenomena  men  fly 
To  power  by  which  phenomena  are  wrought, 

By  common  instinct  they  personify 
The  final  principle  they  all  have  sought. 


62     NOT   IN   TEMPLES  MADE   WITH   HANDS. 

If  matter  must  by  ether  be  controlled 
Which  can  be  matter  in  no  proper  sense, 

Must  not  gradation  in  that  realm  unfold, 
Far  toward  infinity,  those  elements 

Which  men,  as  purely  spiritual,  hold  ? 

Why  not  gradation  in  "  th'  ethereal  "  mode  ? 

As  in  all  processes  this  earth  displays 
Which  pass  the  finite  by  a  common  code ; 
As   forms   give    matter   its    progressive 

phase 

May  realms  of  force  have  grades  of  rank  be 
stowed. 

Force,  with  its  medium,  if  indeed  refined 
To  its  supreme  and  measureless  degree, 

As  far  beyond  conception  of  the  mind 
As  space  extending  to  infinity, 

Means  All  in   one,  "  The  Absolute,"  com 
bined. 

Mind,  while  to  matter  held  by  closest  ties, 
Has  limitless  refinements  in  its  grades, 
While  means,  to  each,  its  proper  rank  sup 
plies 
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For   intercourse,   with    those   of  similar 

shades, 
By  impress  which  all  earth's  extent  outflies. 

Therein  has  mind  a  medium  of  thought 
Of  more  rapidity  than  light  in  air ; 

And,  equally,  may  influence  be  brought 
From  universal  "  ether"  every  where,  - 

And  thus  what  mysteries  of  the  brain  are 
wrought ! 

An  impress  once  on  that  unbounded  field 
May  be  forever  still  existent  there  ; 

And  be  to  spiritual  eyes  revealed 

Of  those  who  in  that  grade  of  being  share 

To  which  the  special  impulse  has  appealed. 

Perhaps  a  Living  Presence  thus  appears 
Of  life  which,  known  as  individual,  ceased 

In  past  time  counting  thousands  of  its  years, 
But  leaving  influence  evermore  increased, 

In  OMNIPRESENCE  which  the  soul  reveres. 

The  unitary  Order,  as  designed 

In  Nature's  history,  would  harmonize 
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All  action  both  of  matter  and  of  mind 

With  purposes  beneficent  and  wise. — 
For  worlds  unknown  as  well  as  for  man 
kind. 

But  this  compliance  with   the   changeless 

Right 

By  most  unequal  progress  is  attained ; 
Some  favored  souls  as  if  by  instant  flight 
May  reach  it ;   some    to    ways   perverse 

are  chained, 
Defying  Nature's  sovereign  law  to  smite. 

Yet  by  that  law  each  moment  brings  anew 
The  opportunity  to  quit  misdeeds 

For  that  obedience  which  alone  is  due, 
While  Nature's  force-recuperative  speeds 

The  new-born  progress  toward  the    right 
and  true. 

Such  is  the  Power  whose  universal  sway 
In  its  pure  abstract  of  eternal  youth 

To  most  men  is  interpreted  to-day 
By  the  persomfying  of  all  truth, 
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While   that  which  by  their  worship   they 

obey 
Is  but  Supreme  eternal  Law,  in  sooth ; 

And  principles  unalterably  sure, 

With  the  beginning  of  all  life  embraced 

And  through  its  whole  duration  to  endure, 
To    common    comprehension    must     be 
traced 

As  made  to  each,  by  personal  gift,  secure. 

Thus,  with  assurance,  in  the  minds  of  men 
Through  generations  severed  ages  wide, 

By  every  shore  and  farthest  mountain  glen 
One  living  Personal  presence  may  abide, 

Created  there  by  spiritual  ken. 

Tn  such  conditions  Nature  has  involved 
Life  which  with  mind  and  matter  must 
consist ; 

A  secret  never  in  the  finite  solved 

Were  all  the  learned  shallows  that  exist 

To  pure  transparent  oracles  resolved. 

None  may  deny  one  personal,  Supreme 
And  overruling;  guide  of  common  weal, 
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To  man  a  final  all-sufficient  theme, 

For  faith  and  reason,  both,  a  last  appeal, 
The   Source   of  life,  the   summing    of  the 
stream. 

To   know  the  Worker  must  the  work  be 

known, 
By  quest  which  never  far  from  truth  can 

drift; 

But  man  who  would  his  right  of  birth  dis 
own. 
In  "base  abandonment  of  Reason's  "  o-ift, 

o 

Seeks  truth  in  ways  by  faith  itself  outgrown. 

On    Nature's  forefront  —  whereon   man   is 

placed  — 

In  laws  inscribed  within  him  and  without 
Such  power  and  will  and  wisdom  are  em 
braced 

That  reason  highest  is  the  most  devout, 
While  the  Designer  and  design  are  traced. 


